


 

 

The Second Circuit Court of Appeals reversed that decision, citing well-established principles of tort and public nuisance 

law, including several cases involving complex environmental questions.  The Second Circuit also found that the states’ 

claims were not preempted by the federal Clean Air Act because the Environmental Protection Agency had not exercised 

its authority to regulate carbon dioxide emissions. 

 

“The science of climate change is not up for debate” said Richard Webster, the attorney of record on this brief, “we 

want the Court to understand that climate change is real, it’s happening, and we need to take action to mitigate its 

consequences.” 

 

Oral argument in AEP v. Connecticut et al., is scheduled for April 19. 

 

Professor Schrag and Professor Peter Huybers were the lead authors for the scientists.  The attorneys on the brief were 

Public Justice’s Power-Cotchett Attorney Richard Webster, Environmental Enforcement Project Director Jim Hecker, 

Budd-Kazan Attorney Matt Wessler, and Executive Director Arthur Bryant. 

 

### 

 

Public Justice is a national public interest law firm that fights injustice and holds corporate and government wrongdoers 

accountable.  See our website at www.publicjustice.net. 


