


 

granted, the brief states, then consumers looking to purchase new tires would never know of Cooper’s past 

negligence. 

 

PROTECTING THE PUBLIC’S RIGHT TO KNOW 

The brief filed by Public Justice also explains that Cooper is well known for fighting public access to its safety 

documents and has been sanctioned in the past for intentionally burning and shredding evidence. 

 

At a congressional hearing last year, a man whose spouse had been killed in an accident caused by a Cooper tire 

testified that he would not have purchased the tires had he been aware of the company’s dismal safety history—

but this information was hidden from the public. Bailey says that the sealing of documents that were used openly in 

the trial is an especially egregious violation of the public’s right to open court records. 

 

While other parties are seeking access to the documents for their own cases against Cooper, and will also be 

participating in the hearing, the CAS requested a motion to argue separately. The judge granted the request, and 

this Friday, December 17, Bailey will present separate oral arguments at 9:00 a.m. at the Polk County Courthouse 

in Des Moines, Iowa. 


